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SUBJECT: REPORTED CONFISCATION OF NBC TV NEWS FILM - PRESS 
GUIDANCE AND DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATION TO KOREAN 
EMBASSY 

REF: SEOUL 5551 

1 . DEPARTMENT PREPARED FOLLOWING GUIDANCE FOR USE BY SPOKES- 
MAN AT JUNE 28 NOON BRIEFING: 

QUOTE: 

QUESTION: HAVE YOU ANY COMMENT ON THE REPORTED INCIDENT 
TUESDAY IN SEOUL IN WHICH FILM OF THE JUNE 26 STUDENT DE- 
MONSTRATION WAS CONFISCATED FROM AN NBC STAFFER? 

ANSWER: WE REGRET THE DECISION OF KOREAN CUSTOMS AUTHORI 
TIES TO PREVENT THE SHIPMENT OF THIS FILM OUT OF KOREA. 

SUCH INTERFERENCE WITH BONA FIDE NEWSGATHERING OPERATIONS IS 
OBVIOUSLY INCONSISTENT WITH OUR VIEWS ON PRESS FREEDOM. WE 
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ARE DISCUSSING THIS INCIDENT WITH KOREAN AUTHORITIES. 

QUESTION: ARE YOU REGISTERING A FORMAL PROTEST WITH THE 
ROKG? 

ANSWER: NOT IN TERMS OF A FORMAL NOTE; HOWEVER, AS I SAID, 

WE WILL BE DISCUSSING THIS WITH THE KOREANS. 
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QUESTION: WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO INSURE THAT SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS DOESN'T HAPPEN AGAIN? 

ANSWER: WE WOULD, OF COURSE, HOPE THAT AS A RESULT OF OUR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH KOREAN AUTHORITIES, THEY WOULD AGREE THAT 
IT SHOULDN'T. 

UNQUOTE 

2. PRIOR TO BRIEFING ACTING KOREA COUNTRY DIRECTOR CALLED 
IN EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELLOR SHIN AND GAVE HIM COPY OF 
GUIDANCE, POINTING OUT THE POTENTIALLY ADVERSE EFFECT OF 
CONFISCATION ACTION. SHIN SAID THAT HE FELT THAT DEPART- 
MENT GUIDANCE MISSED SIGNIFICANT POINT THAT NBC STAFFER 
WAS KOREAN, NOT AMERICAN. DEPARTMENT OFFICER SAID THAT 
POINT AT ISSUE WAS INTERFERENCE WITH NEWS GATHERING FUNC- 
TION AND THAT NATIONALITY OF PERSON INVOLVED WAS RELATIVELY 
INSIGNIFICANT. 

3. NO QUESTIONS WERE ASKED ON SUBJECT AT BRIEFING. VANCE 
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